EDGE NQ

PREAMPLIFIER AND NETWORK PLAYER
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Connect and control

Award winning streaming Astonishing audio detail

•
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ANALOGUE AND DIGITAL
CONNECTIONS
DUAL CONCENTRIC
CONTROL KNOB
EDGE APP FOR IOS AND
ANDROID

•
•

STREAMMAGIC
CHROMECAST BUILT-IN

•

DC SERVO

Impressively revealing
With a revolutionary preamp circuit-board that
reduces interference and an incredibly clean
signal path, Edge NQ plays your favourite music
with astonishing depth. Stream, plug-in and play
to enjoy every note in perfect clarity.

Demonstration Tracks
At Cambridge Audio we use our ears constantly, both as passionate music lovers and audio professionals looking for test examples. We test
our products with all types of content and the following suggestions are our picks for a great demo experience for your customers.
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SOOTHING
by L AUR A MARLING

GIORGIO BY MORODER
by DAF T PUNK

Semper Femina (2017)

Random Access Memories (2013)

A sparse, haunting, jazz inspired intro gives way to a soaring
orchestral chorus rich in detail. Marling’s voice juxtaposed with
the pulsating bass work in the verse is a good test for any system
but really sings out on the Edge NQ.

Legendary dance producer Giorgio Moroder (Donna Summer’s “I Feel
Love”) delivers a monologue about his career over a smooth dance
groove laid down by the French house legends. The Edge NQ wrings
every last drop of detail from it.

Great British Sound
What does ‘British Sound’ mean? To us it’s about removing any barriers that might distort or alter the original
recording and not adding any of our own flavour. What you hear from our products is a pure and unfiltered
‘British’ sound – just as the artist intended.
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Connect and control
We want you to be able to listen to content from a wide range of sources. With a wealth of connections, our engineers have
ensured that all of your digital content can be played and our intuitive controls mean it’s easy to access.
ANALOGUE AND DIGITAL CONNEC TIONS
Balanced and unbalanced analogue connections sit alongside
digital inputs that enable playback at up to 32bit/384kHz and
DSD 256. The digital input board has digital coaxial (S/PDIF),
HDMI ARC, USB and two TOSLINK (S/PDIF) connections for

versatility. If that wasn’t enough, for ultimate convenience
Edge NQ is equipped with aptX HD Bluetooth offering CD-like
sound quality when connected with a compatible device.
whatever the volume.

DUAL CONCENTRIC CONTROL KNOB
Gone are the rows of buttons and dials you often see on
high-end audio kit. Instead the Edge Series features one
high-quality dual concentric volume and source select
control knob, enabling you to navigate menus and control the
volume with a simple twist.
Designed, manufactured and assembled in the UK, this mechanical marvel comprises 31 precision-milled engineered
parts, made from premium materials. The complexity inside
enables the most intuitive and purest of interfaces.

EDGE APP FOR IOS AND ANDROID
To control the Edge NQ from the comfort of your armchair
we’ve included a high quality remote control. For finer adjustments you’ll want to download the Edge App.
Everyday controls allow you to select sources, build play queues
and adjust volume whilst the settings menu has a host of fine
control options. Change screen brightness, adjust input levels
and set auto power down times with the swipe of a finger.
Source Select

Volume Control

Input Trim
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Award-winning streaming
To solve the problem of streaming Hi-res digital music files from both local storage and the web, we created our award-winning
StreamMagic hardware module.
STRE AMMAGIC
StreamMagic has been at the heart of Cambridge Audio’s
network music streamers since 2011 and Edge NQ boasts the
very latest version. Featuring a new,chipset and support for
both 24bit/192kHz and DSD128 files over Wi-Fi it’s our fastest
StreamMagic ever.
The addition of MPEG-DASH makes for access to higher quality
internet radio streams from providers such as the BBC. Initially
at 320kbs but with the capacity to go higher in the future.
The addition of Spotify Connect, AirPlay and Bluetooth aptX
HD means you can enjoy your music whatever the source. And
when the digital landscape changes, we can be quick to react
because StreamMagic is designed and programmed in-house,
right here in the UK.
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CHROMECAST BUILT-IN
Chromecast allows users to send audio from their favourite
apps directly to the Edge NQ from the app’s servers meaning
the phone or tablet becomes a control device rather than the
source.
Chromecast works seamlessly with Android devices and many
popular iOS applications. Just tap the Chromecast icon within
the app, select Edge NQ as your destination and start casting
content from hundreds of apps at up to 24bit/96kHz quality.
After a recent update to the Roon service, Edge NQ can also now
serve as a Roon end point via Chromecast, supporting playback
of your digital music library and TIDAL in up to 24/96kHz.
A full list of compatible apps is available on the Google
store website.

Astonishing audio detail
Edge NQ offers an incredibly revealing sound that has detailed tone, rhythmic drive and taut bass.
DC SERVO
During the amplification process, Direct Current is generated
as the audio signal is passed through the operational amplifier.
This causes a shift in the position of the waveform and, if left in,
can overheat the speaker voice coil and cause distortion.
In a conventional hi-fi design, capacitors are used to filter out
unwanted DC. Whilst this effectively removes DC, it has the
unwanted side effect of colouring the sound, taking it further
away from what was originally recorded.

In the Edge range we replace capacitors with a clever DC Servo.
The DC Servo measures the amount of DC generated during the
amplification process and then injects an equal but opposite
amount back into the audio signal. This second dose of DC
cancels out the first, leaving the audio signal in the right place
with no colouration.

A key engineering principle at Cambridge Audio is to keep the
signal path as short as possible. That way we let more of the
music through without adding any of our own flavour – the
very definition of Great British Sound.

Inside Story
We’re located in London SE1, right on the doorstep of some of the most creative, exciting developments in the music industry
and our products are designed and engineered in-house. Outside of work we’re musicians, sound engineers and above all
music lovers.
Five decades ago our founders had a vision – to
create hi-fi systems that delivered the Great
British sound into people’s homes. Nothing
added, nothing taken away.

DOMINIC BAKER
TECHNICAL DIREC TOR

One of these talented engineers, Professor
Gordon Edge, was the brains behind the
innovation and design of our first product – the
ground-breaking P40 integrated amplifier.
In recognition of our heritage, we developed
Edge. The embodiment of Cambridge Audio’s
signature Great British Sound and

the pinnacle of 50 years of
Hi-Fi expertise.
Beautifully minimal in its design, each
component has a curved extruded
aluminium front and floating top plate. It’s
an extraordinary exterior that’s hiding some
extraordinary audio engineering inside.
Dominic says “We selected the very best
components and materials with the sole aim
of delivering the finest articulation of pure,
natural sound.”

Technical Specification
D/A CONVERTER:

THD <0.0008%, 20Hz - 20kHz, 24-bit, 1Vrms output

THD ANALOG SOURCES:

<0.0008%, 20Hz – 20kHz, 1Vrms output

FREQUENCY RESPONSE:

20Hz-20kHz +/- 0.1dB

S/N R ATIO (REF 1V OUTPUT):

>103 dB

CROSSTALK @ 1KHZ:

< -100dB

MA X PREAMP OUTPUT:

6Vrms single ended or 6Vrms + 6Vrms balanced.

USB AUDIO INPUT:

USB Audio Class 2.0 supporting up to 32-bit 384kHz PCM, or up
to DSD256

USB DRIVE INPUT:

1 x USB 2.0 current limited to 1A, FAT32 / NTFS / HFS / HFS+

BLUETOOTH:

4.1 (Smart/BLE enabled) A2DP/AVRCP supporting SBC, AAC,
Qualcomm® aptX™ and aptX™ HD audio

TOSLINK INPUT:

16/24 bits, 32-96kHz

COA X SPDIF INPUT:

16/24 bits, 32-192kHz

WI-FI:

IEEE 802.11 b/g or n (2.4GHz), Encryption WEP, WPA, WPA2

ETHERNET:

IEEE 802.3, 10 Base-T or 100 Base-T

MA X POWER CONSUMPTION:

100W

STANDBY POWER CONSUMPTION:

<0.5W

DIMENSIONS:

150 x 460 x 405mm (5.9 x 18.1 x 15.9”)

WEIGHT:

24.4kg (53.7lbs)

“The design, the materials, the processing of the Edge series...
It was love at first sight!”
ANDRE AS EICHEL SDÖRFER, EDITOR, AUDIO MAGA ZINE

Related Products
EDGE W
POWER AMPLIFIER
Edge W is made to be played loud. When you do turn it up, expect
nothing but a dynamic and punchy sound that captures all the
musicality of your songs. With just 14 hand-picked components,
Edge W has one of the cleanest signal paths available.

EDGE A
INTEGR ATED AMPLIFIER
Edge A is made to celebrate musicality. Riffs, phrases, percussive
rolls – take in every detail of your music thanks to its dynamic
setup. Effortlessly powerful, but with incredible depth, the overall
sound is breath-taking – like you’re sat in the recording booth with
the musicians.
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